
Black History Month
New York State 2026

There are

82,500
Black or African 

American civilian 

veterans

17.4%
of New Yorkers 

are Black or 
African 

American

 

 

There are

272,000
Black or African
American owned

businesses in New
York State

61.8%
of the NYS Black or 

African American 

population are in the 

civilian labor force

Sources: 2024 American Community Survey (ACS) 1 Year Estimates, Table S0201 and 2023 Annual Business Survey (ABS) and Nonemployer Statistics by Demographics (NES-D). 
Most recent data available as of 2/2026. Black or African American includes both the race alone or in combination with one or more other races.


