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The Workforce Innovation Opportunity Act (WIOA) Youth Programs are
expected to serve youth with barriers to employment, particularly youth involved
in the foster care system and youth who are homeless and runaway. This
webinar will provide an overview of the programs serving these youth and share
ways to partner with organizations serving foster, homeless or runaway youth.
Join this webinar to learn about local resources to recruit youth in your
programs.

Pre-webinar review: Runaway and homeless youth programs

Youth Enrichment Services, including College and Vocational Services, Youth
In Progress and FosterClub All-Star Program

At dews.webex.com choose “Webex Training” from the triple bar icon.
In the upper left corner, go to go to “View session recordings.”
Search the workshop topic. Select “View” for the recording.

When prompted, enter “Careers” for the password.

Facebook | Twitter | YouTube | LinkedIn

Brought to you by the Program Development Unit of the Division of Employment and Workforce Solutions



https://ocfs.ny.gov/main/youth/rhy/program-descriptions.asp
https://ocfs.ny.gov/main/ddps/adolescent/
https://dews.webex.com/
https://www.facebook.com/nyslabor
https://twitter.com/NYSLabor
https://www.youtube.com/user/NYSLabor
https://www.linkedin.com/company/new-york-state-department-of-labor
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Partnering with Foster Care and Runaway and Homeless Youth
Programs Webinar Resources

Homelessness

« Voices of Youth Count — A national Chapin Hall initiative to bring actionable evidence to
prevent and end youth homelessness

«  WorkforceGPS recording — Supporting Youth and Young Adults Experiencing
Homelessness through Education and Workforce Partnerships

Foster care

« Mythbuster,Youth in foster care and WIOA — Serving youth in foster care is critical in the
workforce system; however, there are several myths about serving them. This document
seems to debunk some of the misconceptions.

« Building and Strengthening Partnerships to Best Serve Youth in Foster Care — A joint
webinar to learn more about how child welfare and workforce agencies together can
develop strategies that benefit youth in care

« Supporting the Educational and Career Success of Foster Youth under WIOA — This
document provides a list of examples of practices that have been shown in research and
in the field to impact the educational, employment, and general welfare of foster youth.

Contact Information to Build Partnerships

e 58 local departments of social services (DSS) in New York State — DSS facilitate foster
care programs and 95 voluntary agencies providing congregate care in New York State.

e 127 certified residential Runaway programs in New York State

e Runaway Homeless Youth Program Office of Children and Family Services email
address: RHY@ocfs.ny.gov

e YouthTeam@labor.ny.gov



https://www.chapinhall.org/project/voices-of-youth-count/
https://youth.workforcegps.org/resources/2018/08/07/13/11/~/link.aspx?_id=6ED23D8372A847C1A9D420770F51B5AB&_z=z
https://youth.workforcegps.org/resources/2018/05/17/12/05/MYTH-Youth-in-foster-care-cannot-be-served-in-the-WIOA-Youth-program
https://youth.workforcegps.org/sitecore/content/global/events/2018/01/30/14/47/Our-Journey-Together-Building-and-Strengthening-Partnerships-to-Best-Serve-Youth-in-Foster-Care
https://youth.workforcegps.org/resources/2017/01/18/14/52/EKFA_Fostercare
https://ocfs.ny.gov/main/localdss.asp
https://ocfs.ny.gov/main/youth/rhy/
mailto:RHY@ocfs.ny.gov
mailto:YouthTeam@labor.ny.gov
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Runaway and Homeless Youth (RHY) Definitions

Runaway youth:

a person under 18 years
old who is absent from
their legal residence
without the consent of
their parent, legal
guardian or custodian
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Runaway and Homeless Youth (RHY) Definitions

A homeless youth is
»a person under 18 years old who is in need of services
and is without a place of shelter where supervision and
care are available; or
*a person who under 21 but at least 18 years old and
who is need of services and is without a place of
shelter; or
*a homeless young adult as defined below when
included in a county’s Child and Family Services Plan.

Homeless Young Adult:

* aperson who is age 24 or younger but is
at least age 21 and who is in need of
services and is without a place of shelter

9 NYCRR Subpart 182-1
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WIOA Eligibility for Runaway and Homeless Youth

A homeless youth is an individual who meets any of the following criteria:

1. Lacks a fixed, regular and adequate nighttime residence.
This includes a participant who is:
+ sharing the housing of other persons due to loss of
housing, economic hardship, or a similar reason;

+ living in a motel, hotel, trailer park, or campground dueto ~ Q Q

a lack of alternative adequate accommodations; /\f}

McKinney-Vento
& Violence Against Women Act

+ living in an emergency or transitional shelter;
+ abandoned in a hospital; or
+ awaiting foster care placement.

Office of Children
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Poll

Does your program currently serve
homeless/runaway youth?
(Yes/No)
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WIOA Eligibility for Runaway and Homeless Youth
A homeless youth is an individual who meets any of the following criteria:

2.Has a primary nighttime residence that is a public or private place not
designed for or ordinarily used as a regular sleeping accommodation for
human beings, such as a car, park, abandoned building, bus or train station,
airport, or camping ground

3.Is a migratory child who in the preceding 36 months was required to move
from one school district to another due to changes in the parent’s or parent’s
spouse’s seasonal employment in agriculture, dairy, or fishing work

4.1s under 18 years of age and absents themself from home or place of legal
residence without the permission of his or her family (i.e., runaway youth)
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Runaway and Homeless Youth Are in Your Community

Youth Homelessness Affects Rural
and Urban Areas Alike

Young Adults 18-25 Youth 13-17
Rates of youth experiencing homelessness were similar in

rural and nonrural areas.

9.6% 4.2%
Household prevalence in rural | Household prevalence in urban
counties | counties

Population prevalence in rural | Population prevalence in urban
counties counties

Office of Children
and Family Services
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Voices of Youth Count, Chapin Hall, 2018



Runaway and Homeless Youth and Education

Figure 5. Youth at Greater Risk of Experiencing Homelessness

Statistics describe the relative risk of certain groups of young adults, 18-25,
having reported “explicit homelessness” in the last 12 months.

346%

Youth with less than a high
school diploma or GED

162%

Youth reporting annual household
income of less than $24,000

had a 346% higher risk than their had a 162% higher risk of reporting

peers who completed high school. homelessness.
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RHY Residential Crisis Services Programs

Crisis intervention with the goal of family reunification
Runaway and Homeless Youth Shelter
« Short-term, emergency housing for up to 20 youth
« Serve youth age 17 and under, 16 through 20, or up to 25 in some circumstances

« Youth can stay in these programs for up to 30 days; and in some circumstances, as long as
120 days.

Interim Family Program
« Short-term emergency shelter for up to two youth in the home of an individual or family with
extra space (Interim Family Home)
« Serve youth under 21 years old
« Interim family homes are inspected and supervised by OCFS-licensed interim family

programs. WE ARE YOUR DOL ivtw Office of Children
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RHY Programs in NYS

Residential
« Crisis Services Programs
 Transitional Independent Living Support Programs (TILPs)

Non-residential, including but not limited to:
 Street outreach
» Drop-in centers
» Educational and vocational support

» Hotlines
* And more!
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RHY Residential TILPs

Support youth transitions from crisis to independent living

Supported Residence
« Long-term housing for up to five youth (usually an apartment)
« Serve youth of the same gender 16-21 years old, or up to 25 in some circumstances

« Youth can stay in these programs for up to 18 months, or up to 24 months in some
circumstances

Group Residence
« Long-term housing for up to 20 youth
« Serve youth between 16-21 years old, or up to 25 in some circumstances
« Youth can stay in these programs for up to 18 months, or up to 24 months in some

circumstances
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RHY Rooted in Positive Youth Development
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