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NYS PREVAILING WAGE RATES



NYS PREVAILING WAGE RATES



WAGES FOR A LEGAL DAY’S WORK



WHEN CAN APPRENTICES APPRENTICE?



NON-REGISTERED APPRENTICES



SAMPLE PAGE

 

NYS Prevailing 

Wage Schedule

REGISTERED APPRENTICES



x 65% = $23.50 /hr in 
wages plus $26.42 /hr in 
supplemental benefits 
for 1st year apprentice
performing Group 1 
Laborer Work

CONDENSED VERSION OF PREVIOUS PAGE





Apprentice rates can only be paid 

so long as the journeyworkers are 

employed and paid as the same 

trade as the apprentices



One painter paid at journeyworker 

rate lets you pay one painter as an 

apprentice

Four painters paid at journeyworker 

rate lets you pay two painters as 

apprentices

Seven painters paid at 

journeyworker rate lets you pay 

three painters as an apprentice

EXAMPLE



In New York,

ratios are set 

statewide



They are not valid and will 

not be used for a wage audit

The only time an alternate 

apprentice ratio may be 

used is with a Project Labor 

Agreement (PLA)

Some CBAs continue to list 
alternate ratios



QUESTION
What if multiple trades claim the ability 

to do the same work and that it’s part 

of the training for their apprentices?

Photo by Alexander Schimmeck on Unsplash

The only apprentice rate that may be 

paid is the one for whichever 

journeyworker rate is enforced by 

BPWE for the work in question

This can be altered on a PLA project

ANSWER



QUESTION
How does the DOL determine 

rates?

Nature of the work

Collective bargaining agreements

Jurisdictional agreements

Jurisdictional decisions

Historical practice

Past DOL recognition  

Case law precedents

ANSWER
The Bureau of Public Work & 

Prevailing Wage Enforcement 

looks at all factors applying to a 

particular task, including:

Photo by Alexander Schimmeck on Unsplash







QUESTION
What is a helper?
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QUESTION
What are helper rates?
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Photo by Alexander Schimmeck on Unsplash



QUESTION
What are pre-apprentices?

QUESTION
Can pre-apprentices be paid 

apprentice rates?

ANSWER
Not registered apprentices

ANSWER
No
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The only 

group 

eligible to 

be paid 

prevailing 

wage 

apprentice 

rates

REGISTERED APPRENTICESHIPS



QUESTION
When is an apprentice 

registered?

ANSWER
When the original Apprentice 

Agreement form is received by 

NYSDOL, entered into the 

database, and signed by a 

NYSDOL representative

FORM
Must be received within 30 

days of requested start date

THIS IS STATUTORY
Apprentices must be 

registered in accordance with 

Article 23 of NYS Labor Law
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QUESTION
Can apprentices work for and be 

paid by anyone?

ANSWER
No

If a properly registered apprentice is performing 

work for a contractor who is not a sponsor or 

registered signatory of a sponsor’s properly 

registered apprenticeship program, then that 

contractor cannot provide proper journeyworker 

supervision for apprentices.
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QUESTION
How do we know if a program or 

apprentice is registered?

ANSWER
Contact DOL Apprenticeship

Photo by Alexander Schimmeck on Unsplash



LIST 

OF 

ACTIVE 

SPONSORS



QUESTION
Can an apprentice be retroactively 

paid the lower rate? 

If a worker performs labor prior to 

an apprenticeship registration 

being approved, they must be 

paid timely in accordance with 

NYS payroll laws

ANSWER
No

If the registration is subsequently 

approved with a starting date that 

predates the work already 

compensated for, the 

journeyworker wages cannot be 

clawed back by the employer
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AGENDA

Director’s Report

• National Apprenticeship Week/NYS Apprenticeship Month

• ESATC Program https://dol.ny.gov/apprenticeship/options-apprenticeship-
program-sponsors 

• Modernization Project – email ATCO@labor.ny.gov with subject line: 
“Modernization Project”

• Staffing

• Data

Trades

https://dol.ny.gov/apprenticeship/options-apprenticeship-program-sponsors
https://dol.ny.gov/apprenticeship/options-apprenticeship-program-sponsors
mailto:ATCO@labor.ny.gov
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Apprenticeship Data



Date

2024 Year to Date Data

As of September 30, 2024:

• 595 sponsors 

• 899 programs 

• 17,317 active apprentices

• 2,063 Certificates of Completion issued to date in 2024
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Minorities in 
Construction, 

41%

Minorities in Other 
Trades, 49%

Women in 
Construction, 8%

Women in Other 
Trades, 29%

Veterans in 
Construction
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New Trade

Bartender



Date

New Trade

Care Coordinator



Date

New Trade

Nanotechnology Engineering Technician



Date

New Trade

Truck Driver, Light (Last-mile Delivery)



Date

New Trade

General Insurance Associate



Date

Questions?
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