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Economic Census Overview



Census Bureau economic programs are a key 
source for official statistics: 

• NEW High Frequency data

• Monthly and quarterly small sample surveys provide 
the most TIMELY data available

• Annual surveys have larger samples and provide the 
most up-to-date TREND data available

• Every 5 years, the Censuses measure all businesses 
and governments and provide the most 
COMPREHENSIVE data available

• Plus, FOUNDATIONAL administrative data from 
the Business Register to supplement or produce 
additional economic products 

These programs set the standard for U.S. economic statistics, and are fueled by the data 
provided by businesses and governments 

Economic Programs

High 

Frequency

Monthly & 

Quarterly

Annual Surveys

Censuses – Every 5 Years

Administrative Data
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About the Economic Census
• The U.S. Census Bureau measures the nation’s 

population once every 10 years. It also measures U.S. 
businesses every 5 years with the Economic Census.

• The next Economic Census will be conducted starting in 
January 2023. Companies report their 2022 year-end 
numbers.

• The Census is conducted online. Response deadline is 
March 15th.

• Responses are confidential. Company data is used for 
statistical purposes only. The Census Bureau is required 
by law to keep information provided private and secure.

• Response is required by law.
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Information Required
The Economic Census asks for the following information for 
each business location:

• Employer Identification Number

• Physical location

• Primary business activity

• Sales, receipts, or revenue

• Employment and payroll

• Industry-specific questions 

- Different versions of the Census for each industry
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• Only businesses with 
employees, and

• Only a sample of smaller 
businesses are required 
to respond

Note: Most companies 
do not receive the 
Economic Census

There are more than 
~ 30 million businesses 
in the United States

~ 8 million are 
employer business 

establishments

~ 4 million 
receive the 
Economic 

Census
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Program Specifics
• Official letters mail at the end of January 2023

- Letters include unique authentication code to access 
survey online

• Respondents will be instructed to set up online 
account on secure website to complete survey

- Similar to other online accounts with email username, 
password, security questions

- Response URL is portal.census.gov

• Help will be available online and via telephone

• Response deadline is March 15, 2023

• Results from the Economic Census are free and 
available to guide business decisions and policy-
making
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About the Data Provided
• The Economic Census provides the most comprehensive data available. 

It is the only official source of statistics down to the local level. 

- First data release is planned for early 2024.

• Responses from each company are aggregated to create official 
statistics for all U.S. industries and geographies.

- Information from individual businesses can never shared –
Census is required by law to protect confidentiality.

• The Economic Census also sets the statistical benchmark for all other 
economic surveys – making analysis for annual, quarterly and monthly 
surveys possible.

• Results from all Census economic surveys are free and available online 
for companies to use for business planning.
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Your Response Makes a Difference

Our message for businesses who 
receive the Economic Census:
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Census Data Stories Campaign

Focus group research confirms that people are more motivated to respond 
to Census business surveys when they learn that Census economic data is 

available for them to use and that their response helps make that possible. 

Based on these findings, the 2022-2023 Census “Data Stories” campaign 
gives specific, succinct examples of how people use Census Bureau 

statistics for their business, showing actual Census data.  

11
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Your Response Makes a Difference
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Census Business Builder https://cbb.census.gov/sbe
Census data tools –
free and available online

https://cbb.census.gov/sbe/
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Your Response Makes a Difference

MEET PAULA

Paula’s team used Census data to set their 

economic development plan for Manhattan –

statistics made possible by your response to the 

Economic Census.
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QuickFacts https://census.gov/quickfacts
Census data tools –
free and available online

https://census.gov/quickfacts
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Your Response Makes a Difference
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Census Bureau Data Tools – Free and Available Online

http://cbb.census.gov/sbe

Data by industry and geography

www.census.gov/
quickfacts

Data by geography

data.census.gov

Explore all Census Bureau data

http://cbb.census.gov/sbe
http://www.census.gov/quickfacts
http://data.census.gov/
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For more information, visit Census.gov/econ. For more information, visit Census.gov/econ.

Census “Data Stories” Campaign

For more information, visit Census.gov/econ.

M E E T  J O S E P H

Joseph used Census data to help secure   

a small business loan – statistics made possible by your 

response to the Economic Census.

Thank you for your response.

M E E T  P A U L A



Census Data Stories Campaign
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Census Data Stories Campaign
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Response Promotion
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Census.gov/econ
• Economic Census promotional website launched 

on September 18: census.gov/econ

- Information for Respondents

- How Your Response Makes a Difference

- Information for Partners/Promotional Materials

• Brochures will be available for distribution

- English and Spanish-language versions

• Additional advertising and promotional materials  
with opportunity for customization coming in 
October.

• Economic Census logo will also be available for 
partner communications

http://census.gov/econ
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Logo
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Tri-fold
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En Español
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Communications to Your Organization
We will provide three emails to forward on to your organization in the first 
quarter of 2023, with a request to send out around the 15th of each month.

January 15th

• Week of January 15th – Introduction and information about the               
Economic Census mail out end of the month

February 15th

• Information for respondents and invitation to webinar

March 15th

• Due date reminder (March 15, 2023)

Additional information and promotional materials will be provided later this fall.
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Q & A
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